Shannon County Commission Meeting Minutes
Date: Monday, October 6, 2025
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Location: County Courthouse, Courtroom – First Floor

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Presiding Commissioner Beth Long at 9:00 a.m.

Members Present
· Beth Long, Presiding Commissioner
· Vester Crider, Northern Commissioner
· Herman Kelly, Southern Commissioner
· Shelly Bland, County Clerk

Visitors
· Pastor Darrell Jones – Opened the meeting with prayer
· Dave Trotter
· Michelle Shedd – Shannon County Treasurer
· Allen Ford – Shannon County Coroner
· Jennifer Juline

Closed Session
Commissioner Kelly made a motion to transition into Closed Session at 9:01 a.m.
Commissioner Crider seconded the motion.
Motion carried with all in favor. (B-Y, H-Y, V-Y)
Commissioner Kelly made a motion to return to Open Session at 10:00 a.m.
Commissioner Crider seconded the motion.
Motion carried with all in favor. (B-Y, H-Y, V-Y)

Business
CERF Contribution Rate:
Commissioner Crider made a motion to leave the annual contribution rate for CERF (County Employees’ Retirement Fund) at 4%.
Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion.
Motion carried with all in favor. (B-Y, H-Y, V-Y)
Approval of Previous Minutes:
· Commissioner Crider made a motion to approve the tabled minutes from September 22nd, 2025.
Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion.
Motion carried with all in favor. (B-Y, H-Y, V-Y)
· Commissioner Kelly made a motion to table the minutes of September 29th, 2025.
Commissioner Crider seconded the motion.
Motion carried with all in favor. (B-Y, H-Y, V-Y)

Commissioner’s Notes
Commissioner Long exited the meeting at 10:04 a.m.
Road to Current River State Park (19D):
Commissioner Crider stated that the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) wants to take over the entire road to Current River State Park (19D), an issue discussed in prior meetings. He advised he will speak with the County Assessor to gather more information.

Public Discussion
Jennifer Juline – Chip Hollow Road Easement Issue:
Jennifer Juline addressed the Commission regarding access to her family’s property along Chip Hollow Road, an issue discussed in previous sessions. She explained that Dan Drees informed her there was no recorded deeded easement to her property, and the only easement listed is between Chip and Linda Brewer. When she asked the Brewers about compensating for an easement, they ask her for $25,000, which she felt was excessive.
Jennifer referenced past correspondence indicating that Shane Van Steenis had deemed a public road, though the letter lacked a date.
Commissioner Crider stated that in discussions with Shane Van Steenis and Dale Counts, both confirmed the road was considered public, though nothing was officially documented. He advised that the matter should be resolved through the courts, as “they can’t block you out.”
Commissioner Kelly recommended that Jennifer seek legal counsel to assist in obtaining a resolution.

Brent Osborne – County Budget Discussion:
Brent Osborne appeared to discuss county financial matters. Commissioner Kelly explained that the County began 2025 with approximately $500,000.00 plus in funds to make budget but is projected to begin 2026 with only around $200,000.00 in General Revenue.
Brent asked whether the reduction was due to overspending, particularly within the Sheriff’s Department. Commissioner Crider confirmed that the Sheriff had overspent by approximately $117,000.00 awhile back but is much more now, adding that the County had previously paid those expenses “out of the kindness of our hearts.” He also noted there remains a stack of unpaid bills incurred by the Sheriff’s Department.
Brent stated, “If he wants to break the Sheriff’s Department, that’s on him. You Commissioners have a whole county to run—it isn’t just one office—and the public can rain on your parade all day long, but that doesn’t take you away from your job.”

Adjournment
Commissioner Crider made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:00 p.m.
Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion.
Motion carried with all in favor. (V-Y, B-Y, H-Y)

Next Meeting
The next regular meeting of the Shannon County Commission will be held on
Monday, October 13th, 2025, at 9:00 a.m.,
in the courtroom on the first floor of the courthouse.





Signatures

Beth Long, Presiding Commissioner

Vester Crider, Northern Commissioner

Herman Kelly, Southern Commissioner

Shelly Bland, County Clerk

